
Bixby Buzz             October 2016 

Library Hours: Monday 12:30-7; Tuesday 12:30-5; Wednesday 10-5; Thursday 10-7; 
Friday 12:30-5; Saturday 9. 
Book Sale Hours: Thursdays 2-6:30; Fridays 2-4:30 and Saturdays 10-1:30. 
  
 

 

 
 

Families Learn about Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 

Math 

Early childhood literacy is a priority at 
Bixby Library and it’s never too early to 
begin incorporating what may seem like 
grown up concepts into programs for 
preschool children.  The Vermont 
Department of Libraries has been working 
with 25 libraries across the state training 
librarians to incorporate STEM concepts 
into their programs and Bixby Library has 
been part of that initiative.  Youth Services 
Librarian Rachel Plant has been an active 
participant in the program and is shown 
here at a Bixby STEM workshop she 
recently provided for the community.   
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News from the 
Friends of Bixby 

Library 

The Friends would like to 
thank United Way 
volunteers from Vermont 
Adult Learning and 
Middlebury College for 
their assistance with the 



  
  
                                             
     

October 
Musings 

on STEM 

  

by Youth Services Librarian 

Rachel Plant 

The Vermont Department of Libraries has 
received an Institute of Museum and 
Library Services Leadership Grant to help 
25 libraries incorporate STEM: (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math) 
practices into their early childhood 
programming with children ages 3-7. 

The Bixby is one of 25 libraries invited to 
participate in a three-year project called 
Veli-STEM. I have been excited to be a part 
of this Grant.  This first year’s STEM theme 
is Force and Motion.   I have provided 
Outreach training/ programming at sites in 
the community we serve, and will 
continue to involve other sites in the next 
two years.  

It has been very rewarding thus far.  I have 
worked with 4 teachers and their 
students.  I’ve grown more comfortable 
with the language of science, and its many 
complexities.  As no two children are alike, 
no two sessions can ever be predicted, or 
structured too closely.  Children are 
invited to explore and be curious.   

Used Book Sale during 
the Days of Caring. 
  Regular Book Sale hours 
will continue into mid-
November.  
The Friends are also 
gearing up for their 
traditional silent auction 
of baskets that will be 
displayed throughout the 
library.  If you are crafty 
and would like to donate 
an item please contact 
President Karlene Devine 
at 
KDevine@myfairpoint.net 
or 877-6392 

  

  

 
.  

Senior-to-Senior Adoption 
Program 

"On October 12 at 2pm, 
the Humane Society of 
Addison County 
(Homeward 

Bound) will present 
information about its 
Senior-to-Senior 
Adoption Program.  This 
program seeks to place 
senior animals (age 8 or 
above) with senior 
citizens (age 55 or 
above) who have the 
capacity to care for them. 
These deserving animals 

mailto:KDevine@myfairpoint.net


In one of my last Force and Motion session 
we went past our scheduled time 
together.  No one wanted to stop the 
session.  It was actually a scramble to get 
backpacks and get ready for dismissal. One 
young 6- year old boy said, “Boy, being a 
scientist is hard work.  Miss Rachel, I am so 
tired!!” 

  

Belong to  21 
other Vermont 
libraries with 
HomeCard! 

  

HomeCard allows you to 
check out books and materials with your 
Bixby Library card at all participating 
libraries listed below.  We hope this will 
help make library services more convenient 
for you as well as providing you with a 
larger selection from which to choose. 
Your Bixby Library card must be officially 
“labeled” with the Bixby Library state code 
in order for your Bixby Library card to be 
accepted at participating libraries.  If you 
are interested in having a HomeCard, just 
ask at the circulation desk. It only takes a 
minute. 
 

Participating libraries, listed alphabetically 
by town: 
Bristol: Lawrence Memorial Library 

Cambridge/Jeffersonville: Varnum Public 
Library 

Charlotte Public Library 

Colchester: Burnham Memorial Library 

are in need of "forever" 
homes and, in return, will 
provide love and 
companionship to their 
new owners. The 
program offers low-cost 
opportunities for 
adoption. Come and 
meet one of Homeward 
Bounds' adoptable 
animals!" 

  

  

Vermont 
Transportation Board 
Forum on Rail 
The Vermont 
Transportation Board will 
hold a public forum at the 
Bixby Library at 6:30 p.m. 
on October 17  to discuss 
transportation policy 
associated with trains, 
both passenger and 
freight. The Board wants 
to discuss railroad related 
issues with the public – 
including truck traffic 
through downtowns, a 
new passenger stop in 
Vergennes, and living 
with railroads as 
neighbors – to determine 
how future policy can be 
shaped to best position 
Vermont’s rail interests 
to meet the needs of the 
state residents. The 
public is cordially invited. 

  
  



Essex Town: Essex Free Library 

Fairfax Community Library 

Georgia Public Library 

Grand Isle Free Library 

Hinesburg: Carpenter Carse Library 

Huntington Public Library 

Jericho Town Library 

Milton Public Library 

New Haven Community Library 

Richmond Free Library 

Shelburne: Pierson Library 

South Burlington Community Library 

South Hero Community Library 

Underhill/Jericho: Deborah Rawson 
Memorial Library 

Westford Public Library 

Williston: Dorothy Alling Memorial Library 

Winooski Memorial Library 

  

Thoughts 
About “WHY” 
from Adult Services 
Librarian Muir 
Haman 

  

Here is the most startling 
question I heard this week: “How did you 
become involved in working in a library?” The 
nervousness of my interrogator seeped 
through his voice when he asked, and I 
stuttered before I could answer. It is 
sometimes a challenge to escape mirroring 
the nervousness of people with whom I 
interact. I’ll blame my empathic response. 
Okay, so it wasn’t so much a startling question 
as it was unexpected. Despite its awkward 
beginning, the conversation that followed was 
rewarding and reinforced to me the reason I 
work at the Bixby: libraries exist to help people 
make connections. 

At the library, connection opportunities 
are everywhere. You can connect to stories, 

 
  

Watch Your Step! 

Thanks to grant money 
and private donations, 
the stairs and cracking 
columns in front of the 
building will soon be 
getting cleaned and 
repaired.  They will 
remain open but the 
railing may be 
temporarily removed 
during the process. 
 Please take extra care 
when entering and 
exiting the building. 
  

New and Waiting for 
Readers! 

  
  

  

 
 

Are you a memoir writer? 
Check out Brenda 
Peterson’s Your Life is a 
Book, a helpful title for 

anyone interested in 
telling their own story. 
  
  



books, movies, artwork, learning. You can 
participate in a writing class, a book group, a 
technology workshop. You can play bridge or 
cribbage or Legos. You can color, you can 
chat with the volunteers who man our 
circulation desk, you can ask a librarian (or a 
neighbor) for a book recommendation, you 
can ask about local history. You can host a 
meeting, you can take a picture of the stained 
glass dome, you can sit on the porch under a 
grove of black walnut. You can attend a 
lecture, you can participate in a community 
discussion, you can hang a poster for your 
event. The simplest activities are sometimes 
the most rewarding: you can have a 
discussion with a person you don’t know. 
Every person you meet can offer something 
worth learning. It’s just that much more 
apparent in a place like a library. 

Starting at our statewide library 
conference last spring, I’ve taken a cue from 
Simon Sinek and his book Start with Why and 
focused on asking myself why (check out his 
TED talk, if you want to learn more). The Bixby 
is in the process of strategic planning and part 
of our discussion has been about our 
organizational values, another version of 
asking why we do what we do.  

In writing fiction, understanding the 
intricacies of motivation is vital to creating 
convincing characters. Sometimes characters 
are confused, in denial, or simply lie about 
why they act. The difference between what 
they need and what they want defines their 
struggle. The same can be said of human 
beings outside of fiction, too. And there are 
times when we have developed our 
understanding of why we act and can use the 
answers to enrich our lives and be better at 
what we do. 

I hope the Bixby continues to be a 
vital and thriving place where our community 
can come to find the connections we each 
seek. 
  
  

  

What’s Happening This 

Week at Bixby? 

  
  

 
 

The conclusion to Cixin 
Liu’s epic Three-Body 
trilogy is here: Death’s 
End, the first translated 
sci-fi novel to be 
nominated for a major 
sci-fi award (Nebula 
Award) since Italo 
Calvino’s Invisible Cities. 
  
  

  
  

 
  

Charles Bock’s Alice and 
Oliver is a tribute to the 

way illness splinters all of 
those involved and 
follows Alice Culvert and 
husband, Oliver, through 
the maze of confronting 
health insurance and 
treatment options as she 
fights leukemia. 
  
  
  
  
  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9116389&msgid=244639&act=1TIY&c=1530632&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ted.com%2Ftalks%2Fsimon_sinek_how_great_leaders_inspire_action%3Flanguage%3Den


Our calendar is on the website for you to 

check but, as a reminder, here are some of 

the upcoming events at the library now 

through October 17. 

Friday, October 7 

2-4. Book sale open in the Otter 
Creek Room 

6:30. Free Movie “Wolf of Wall 

Street” starring Leonardo DiCaprio. 

 Popcorn included! 

Saturday, October 8 

10-1:30. Book Sale open in the Otter 

Creek Room 

10-noon. 2nd Saturday Kids’ 

Program. “Homemade Marble Runs” 

for kids ages 5-7.  To register, email 
rachel.plant@bixbylibrary.org or call 

877-2211 

Monday, October 10 

1-3 pm. Bixby Bridge Players group. 
 Open to all Bridge players, should 
have basic knowledge of the game. 

 In the Otter Creek Room, use ADA 

entrance.  For more information, 
contact Irma Heeter 877-3377. 

7-8:30. Book Discussion Group in 

the Vermont Room.  Open to the 
public and copies of books are 

available at the library.  This month’s 
book is Close Your Eyes, Hold Hands 

by Chris Bohjalian. 

November 14 book is Neverhome by 
Laird Hunt. 

Tuesday, October 11 

1-3 pm. Vermont Adult Learning 

Tutoring in the Vermont Room 

Wednesday, October 12 

12-3 pm. Addison County Humane 

Society Senior-to-Senior Program . 

 Find out why it’s great to adopt a 

 
 

“Poignant and beautifully 
told” Spill Simmer Falter 
Wither from Sara Baume 

is a “superlative debut 
novel” echoing Mark 
Haddon’s narrative style 
and Garth Stein’s taste in 
subject. It tells the story 
of two very unusual and 
unique individuals--a 
man and a dog--whose 
lives become infinitely 
more complicated as 
they intertwine. 
  
  

  
  

 
 

Ann Patchett’s seventh 
novel, Commonwealth, is 
her most 
autobiographical yet, and 
follows the a pack of 
sibling characters trying 
to live decently despite 
the repeatedly shifting 
foundations of parental 
affiliations. 
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senior pet, see side bar, open to the 

public. Otter Creek Room, use ADA 
entrance. 

Thursday, October 13 

10:30. Children’s Preschool Story 

Hour, “Explore the crunch of leaves, 

the smell of moss, the seeds of fall” in 
the Children’s Room, everyone 

welcome. 

6-8. Thursday Evening Writing 

Group in the Half Round Room.  Part 

of an 8-part series.  You can still join 
in on some of the workshops 

individually.  Writers of all levels are 

welcome.  Call Muir for more 
information 877-2211 or email 

muir.haman@bixbylibrary.org 

2-6:30. Book Sale open in the Otter 
Creek Room. 

Friday, October 14 

9-3:30. Mt. Abe Social Studies Dept. 

Retreat, Half Round Room 

2-4. Book sale open in the Otter 
Creek Room 

6-7:30. VUES Read-A-Thon for 
grades 2 & 3, featuring books by 

Ashley Wolff, in the Community 

Room. For more information call 
Rachel 877-2211 

Saturday, October 15 

10-1:30. Book Sale open in the Otter 
Creek Room 

Monday, October 17 

1-3 pm. Bixby Bridge Players group. 
 See October 10. 

6-8 pm. Monday Evening Writers 

Group. First of a six week series. 

 Drop-ins for selected classes 
available or sign up for entire series. 

  
  
  
  

KEEP IN TOUCH: 

Phone: (802)877-2211 
  
Web: www. bixbylibrary.org 

Send us an Email! 

 

 

mailto:muir.haman@bixbylibrary.org
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 In the Kerr Room upstairs.  Call 

Muir for more information 877-2211 
or email 

muir.haman@bixbylibrary.org 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

  

 


