
 

 

November 2022 
 
Dear Friends,           
 
While writing this letter up on the library mezzanine, I overheard a patron proclaim to one of our friendly Circulation 
Desk volunteers, “Well, the Bixby is the place to be!” I hope you feel the same.  
 
YOU are the reason that the Bixby Memorial Free Library opened its doors 110 years ago:  

 to serve you, your family, and your neighbors,  
 to offer opportunities for your growth and prosperity, and  
 to give you a sense of place you can enjoy and feel proud of, as reported in a 1912 newspaper article: 

“One of the most beautiful libraries in the state, if not all of New England.”  

And it is yours, just because you live here! 

On that strong foundation, any financial support you can give helps us serve all ages, at every stage of life.   
 
Here are just a few examples of the ways that local people benefit from your generosity: 
 
People of all ages gather for storytime, book club, culture & history talks, meetings, crafts, cooking, puzzles, practical 
life skills seminars, robotics, writing classes, art, volunteering, and more. 

“I’ve been feeling so isolated. But as soon as I got to the Bixby, I recognized friends who I hadn’t seen in a 
while and it felt good to give my mind something interesting to think about.” 

The Bixby is often the first place newcomers find a connection to the community and feel a sense of belonging. 

“One of my first stops, literally on the day I closed on my house, was the Bixby… [it] has become as special in 
the lives of my six children as my hometown library was in my own.” 

People increasingly use our computers and WiFi to search for employment opportunities, apply for jobs, and use the 
public printer for paperwork. 

“I was grateful to use the Bixby’s computers to find and land a job. Once I get settled in, I’ll sign up for my 
library card and attend some programs. Thank you!” 

With the new Bixby “Library of Things”, you can borrow things that you might only need to use once or occasionally, 
but don’t want to buy and wonder what to do with afterward.  

“We borrowed the Cricut machine and the whole family made Halloween decorations. I saved money and we 
had so much fun together.” 

Now you’re probably wondering, how much should I give? We hope you’ll be as generous as you can be!  Most of all we 
hope that as many people as possible feel motivated to join others in giving even a small amount. We take pride in 
stretching your dollars as far as they can go and every dollar you give quickly goes back into serving and growing the 
vibrancy of this great community.   
 
Together, we can continue to build our print and digital collections, provide engaging and inspiring programming, and 
preserve this beautiful historic building – just a short distance from your home. Thank you for your generosity – past, 
present, & future. Every donation matters and every dollar counts. 
 

 
Catharine Hays, Library Director 



2022 HIGHLIGHTS
T H E  B I X B Y  M E M O R I A L  F R E E  L I B R A R Y

H E L P I N G  Y O U ,  Y O U R  F A M I L Y ,
A N D  Y O U R  N E I G H B O R S
P R O S P E R  A N D  G R O W

P R O U D L Y  S E R V I N G  A N D  S U P P O R T E D  B Y
T H E  P E O P L E  O F  A D D I S O N ,  F E R R I S B U R G H ,
P A N T O N ,  V E R G E N N E S ,  A N D  W A L T H A M ,  V T

THE BEST STAFF
& VOLUNTEERS!

Full-time Staff: 2
Part-time Staff: 4
Regular Volunteers: 33
Friends of the Bixby: 31
Board of Trustees: 11

FREE SHARED
RESOURCES!

14,066 Books checked out
11,716 Digital checkouts
51 Library of Things checkouts
65 Park & museum pass
checkouts

MORE VISITS &
CARDHOLDERS!

Visitors: 14,920
Active cardholders: 5733
New library cards: 346
Renewed library cards: 930
Public computer sessions: 537

WEEKLY STORY TIME, MUSIC, AND CRAFTS

WHERE LOCAL HISTORY COMES ALIVE

MULTI-GENERATIONAL PROGRAMMING

TEAMWORK AND CREATIVITY!



POPULAR
PROGRAMMING

99 Virtual and in-person programs
642 Attendees for Youth Programs and over 220 for Adult Programs
789+ hours of youth summer reading logged
707 take-and-make crafts distributed
66 items to borrow from the new Library of Things including tools, games,
a telescope, a GoPro camera, binoculars, laptops, a typewriter, and more! 
28 community-hosted events e.g., Tai Chi, Medicare 101, Career Counseling
11 Museum Displays including Helen LaFlam Stone Tools Collection,
Addison, Ferrisburgh, and Vergennes Historical Societies, Railroads in
Vermont, Stephen Bates Legacy, & the L.F. Benton Company History

F O R  R E F L E C T I O N ,  R E P L E N I S H M E N T  &  I N S P I R A T I O N

Chimney Point and Dead
Creek Wildlife Center
storytimes in Addison

Monthly picture books to five
area preschools

Monthly large print and
audiobook delivery to seniors

History kits, art exhibits,
library explorations for
ANWSD students & families

Ferrisburgh Day tent and free
kids books and stickers

Spanish and bilingual book
giveaways and card sign-ups
at La Cosecha Festival

Replenishing each towns'
Little Free Libraries monthly

FIVE-TOWN
OUTREACH 
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Amber Lay, Assistant Director
Laksamee Cave, Adult Services
Librarian
Catharine Hays, Library Director
Martha Sanborn, Circulation &
Information Desk Manager
Mary Neffinger, Children & Youth
Services Librarian

Your Bixby Team (left to right):

YOUR DONATIONS HELP US HELP YOU!

KEEPING YOU
INFORMED &
CONNECTED

17 Bixby Bulletin Newsletters
238 Facebook Posts
188 Instagram Posts
13,980 Website Views

Connect to the Bixby website
FROM HOME to enjoy free

movies, documentaries, TV shows,
ebooks, songs, courses & more!

BIXBY LEGO ROBOTICS TEAM FARM FIELD TRIP SEASONAL STORYWALKS

THE BEST USED BOOK SALE BY THE FRIENDS

https://bixbylibrary.org/event/benton/

